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Thesis topics Characterization of the biodiversity of microbiome associated to sicilian olive trees 
and evaluation of the potential role of endophytes as biocontrol agents. 

Research interests -Detection, identification and characterization of plant pathogens (fungi, bacteria and 
viruses) using advanced molecular methods; 
-Genomic and transcriptomic applied to the study of plant-pathogen interaction; 
-Research and development of molecular markers by NGS approaches to study the 
genetic diversity of plants; 
-Studies on the biodiversity of endophyte communities colonizing plants by 
metagenomic analysis; 
-Use of microbiological techniques and molecular screening for the characterization 
of microorganisms of agri-food interest. 
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