10

20

30

202 ] — ;5 ” ’ . Prospero Trigona

-

Source: Record, 88 Cong., I_Ses‘s_., pp. 10965-10966. In The Annals ofj'émericcz,
‘vol. 18, 1961-1968, London, Ency. Britannica, Inc., 1976. ;

7

4, Xpatnmoar L

i .

[...]Thope that every American, rec: rdless of where he lives, will stop
and examine his conscience about this, and the other related incidents.
This nation was founded by men of many nations and backgrounds. It
was founded on the principle that all men are created equal and that the
rights of every man are diminished when the rights of one man are threat- -

ened, Ll

Today we are committed to a worldwide struggle to promote and pro-
tect the rights of all who wish to be free, and when Americans are sent to
Vietnam or West Berlin, we do not ask for whites only. It ought to be
possible, therefore, for American students of any color to attefid any pub- .

* lic institution they select without having to be backed up by troops.

It ought to be possible for American consumers of any color to receive
equal service in places of public accommodation such as hotels and
restaurants and theaters and retail stores, without being farced to ) TESOrt to
demonstrations in the street; and it ought e be possible for American
citizens of any color to register and to vote in a free election without
interference or fear of reprisal. , . K

It ought to-be possible, in short, for every American to enjoy the privi-
leges of being American without regard to his race or his color. In short,
every American ought to have the right to beé treated as he would wish to
be treated, as one would wish his children to Be freated. But this is not
the case [.] % | ' .

We aré confronted primarily with a moral issue. It is as old as the
Scriptures and as clear as the American Constitution.” :

The heart of the question is whether all Americans age to be afforded
equal rights and equral opportunities, whether we are going to treat our
fellow Americans as we want to be treated. If an American, because his
skin is dark, cannot eat lunch in a restaurant open to the public, if he
cannot send his children to the best public school available, if he cannot
vote for the public officials who represent him, if, in short, he cannot
enjoy the full and free life which all of us want, then who among us
would be content to have the color of his skin changed and stand in his
place? Who among us would then be content with the counsels of pa-
tience and delay? ’

One hundred years of delay have passed since President Lincoln freed
the slaves, yet their heirs, their grandsons, are not fully free. They are not
yet freed from the bonds of injustice. They are not yet freed from social
and economic oppression, and this nation, for all its hopes and all its
boasts, will not be fully free until all its citizens are free [...]
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We face, therefore, 2 moral crisis as a country and as a people. It
cannot be met by repressive police action. It cannot be left to increased -
demonstrations in the streets. It cannot be quieted by token moves or .
talk. It is time to act in the Congress, in your state and local legislative
" body and, above all, in all of our daily lives [...] '

Those who do nothing are inviting shame as well as violence. Those
who act boldly are recognizing right‘as well as reality [...]

XBut there are other necessary measures which only the Congress can
provide, and they must be provided at this session. The old code of
equity law under which we live commands for every wrong a remedy,
but in too many communities, in too many parts of the country, wrongs
are inflicted on Negro citizens as there are no remedies at law. Unless the
Congress acts,.their only remedy is in the street [...]

My fellow Americans, this is a problem which faces us all — in every
city of the North as well as the South. Today there are Negroes unem-
ployed two' or three times as many compared to whites, inadequate in

-education, moving into the large cities, unable to find work, young peo-
ple particularly out of work without hope, denied equal rights, denied
the opportuhity to eat at a restaurant or lunch counter Or go to a movie
theater, denied the right to a decent education, denied almost today the
right to attend a state university even though qualified. It seems to me that
these are matters.which concern us 4ll, not merely Presidents or congress-
men or governors, but every citizen of the United States.

This is one country. It has become one country because all of us and
all the people who came héfe had an \equal chance to develop their
talents. We cannot say to ten percent of the population that you can't
have that right; that your children can’t have the chance to develop what-
ever talents they have [..] ;

As I have said before, not every child has an equal talent or an equal
ability or an equal motivation, but they should have the equal right to
develop their talent and their ability and their motivation to make some-
thing of themselves. We have a right to expect that the Negro community
will be responsible, will uphold the law, but they have a right to expect

that the law will be fair; that the Constitution will be color blind, as
Justice Harlan said at the turn of the century [...]

I'ask the support of all of our citizens.

b will be fair will be a just law.




